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Over the past five decades, Caribbean small island developing 
States have made significant progress in both deepening and 
entrenching democratic traditions and norms, and in advancing 
human development. Despite such progress, the subregion’s 
sustainable development trajectory has become increasingly 
uncertain. In recent years there has been a growing awareness 
that the subregion has persistently lagged behind comparable 
economies in the developing world on the path to sustainable  

development. Long-standing problems are now being aggravated 
by climate change, with the increasing frequency and intensity 
of extreme events hampering the sustainable economic growth 
of these island economies and undermining the security of 
their populations. The resulting damage and loss has also led  
to escalating costs and a greater emphasis on disaster  
risk management.
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The Global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Indicator 
Framework is endorsed by the United Nations Statistical 
Commission as the monitoring mechanism for the 169 targets 
and more than 230 indicators of the SDGs. Reporting of these 
indicators will pose a formidable challenge to the Caribbean 
given the statistical capacity of countries of the subregion. 
The results of an ECLAC survey show that only three of the  

eleven countries that participated reported having the capacity 
to produce at least 50 per cent of the indicators. The capacities 
of National Statistical Offices will need to be significantly 
enhanced to meet the data requirement of the SDGs. Addressing 
the legislation and policies issues relating to data collection, 
processing and dissemination will be a desirable first step in 
this direction.

Addressing capacity gaps in the production of the SDG indicators in the Caribbean
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